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History of 
the VizLab

• Founded in 2014 in COSE

• Cross Discipline

• Student Engagement

• Real Stakeholders

• Disruptive Technologies 

• Educational Adoption



• Elias, the mason, had sculpted a life 
with stone. His rough hands were a 
testament to walls built and arches 
raised, his name synonymous with 
sturdy beauty. But then, whispers 

swirled of a stranger coming to town.  
The stranger had a 'thinking tool', a 

contraption promising swift designs 
and unheard-of precision. Curiosity 

battled a lifetime's pride within Elias.

The Parable of the Mason



He met the traveler, wariness battling against an itch to understand.  
The thinking tool was sleek metal and humming gears, far removed 
from his worn chisel and calloused hands. "This won't steal your 
craft," the traveler assured, "but make it soar to heights once only 
dreamt of."

With hesitant fingers, Elias fed the machine his knowledge – 
measurements, the familiar weight of stone. It echoed back not just 
calculations, but visions. Designs bloomed where he envisioned 
mere walls, intricacy he once lacked the hours to carve.  At first, the 
old unease lingered, a fear of becoming redundant.

The greatest test came with the town hall's dome, a challenge 
demanding perfection. Man and machine conversed. Sketches 
blossomed into flawless blueprints, promising a grand symphony of 
stonework. As each stone found its place, Elias felt a shift. It wasn't 
surrender, but revelation. "I have not been diminished," he realized, 
"I've been freed."



•And as the dome swelled under the watchful eyes of the town, they 
didn't cheer the metal box, but the hands it guided. Elias, the mason, 

knew then that the thinking tool wasn't a replacement. It was an 
extension of his vision, his legacy now written not just in sturdy walls, 

but in a testament to how human skill and ingenuity could dance with a 
new age of creation.



Force Multiplier

Development Velocity
Rocket over skill gaps
Rapid iterations
Weeks become days.  Days have become 
minutes.



Promises and 
Warnings

• Artisan Hand-Crafted Bricks?
• Ethics?  What ethics?
• Media Distrust
• Loss of purpose



Our Responsibility
• AI Proficiency will be the most important 

professional skill
• There will be no exceptions
• We are not ready.


